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This alms purse was made for a recipient of the 

Æthelmearc Artisan’s Exchange group.  The intended recipient 

expressed a desire for period appropriate materials and described 

their persona as mid- to late-period Italian. 

Research & Extant Examples 
For this project, I wanted to make something that was both pleasing and functional.  The 

intended recipient had indicated that they had an Italian persona, although the timeframe was 

a bit broader; 1250-1600.  Limited to what supplies I had on hand, due to the global pandemic, I 

decided that an alms purse or aumôniére might be suitable as a gift to a fellow artisan. 

Small belt purses (approximately 7 inches square) had been used 

and worn by both men and women extensively during the time period.  

During the 13th century and later, extant examples of these small bags 

show a range of construction techniques and embellishments. Most are 

made of silk, backed with linen and embroidered.  The extant Italian 

example has an eagle amongst a plant network while the German 

example from roughly the same time period is embroidered with 

heraldic images in a tiled layout.   

Sizes, carrying cords and other embellishments varied, as well.  

The Italian alms purse is simply finished with a small leather strap with 

which it may be carried.  The German purse, 

however, is more rectangular shaped and taller, closes with a 

drawstring, has a longer carrying cord, and has five tassels at the 

bottom. 

Materials 
• Black silk dupioni 

• White silk dupioni 

• White cotton/muslin fabric for lining and backing 

• Black silk thread 

• Black & white cotton thread 

• Beeswax 

Materials were chosen for the availability as I already had them on hand when the plague* and 

related restrictions occurred. 

Figure 1: 14th C Italian Alms 
purse 

Figure 2: 14th C German Alms 
purse 



Construction 

Embroidery 

Using the intended recipient’s registered arms, an embroidery 

design was lightly traced onto the white silk dupioni.  The design 

was embroidered by hand in black silk with split stitches, satin 

stitches, and long & short fill stitches.  The embroidered piece 

was then affixed to the front of the black silk with a slip stitch.   

Sewing 

The silk was then lined and hemmed, encasing all raw edges.  The 

sides were sewn together, leaving the top 1.5” unsewn.   The top 

edges were folded down and sewn to create a casing on each 

side (front and back) for the drawstrings. The fabric and linings 

were cut slightly larger than extant examples to accommodate 

larger items that may be more common and necessary to keep 

on one’s person today.  When completed, the alms purse 

measured 8 inches wide and 9.5” tall.   

Cording & Tassels 

Using cotton tatting threads in black and white, several cords 

were made to create the drawstring closure for the alms purse 

as well as the carrying cord, which would be tucked around a 

belt when worn.  The drawstrings were created by making two 

finger loop flat laces of 5 bows in black thread.  Each cord was 

drawn through the casing channels on the purse and knotted 

on opposites sides.  The carrying cord was also made as a finger 

loop lace but using both black and white in a 6-bow square lace 

pattern.  The 6-bow pattern is “a grene dorge of vi bowes” from 

the 1450-1475 document “Manuscript Harley 2320” (page 

f.70r) (link in references).  I used Morgan Donner’s video and interpretation of the pattern (in 

references) to construct the cord.  This cord was made long enough to extend down the side 

seams of the purse. 

Three tassels were made and added to bottom edge of the alms 

purse.  Each tassel was made from four groups of threads; two 

black and two white. 

Figure 3: Embroidery of Arms on 
silk 

Figure 4: Layout including tassels 

Figure 5: Tassels 



     

Figure 6&7: Finished alms purse, shown open (6) and closed (7). 
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