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.: For entry in the 2017 A&S competition :. 

At the Festival of the Passing of the Ice Dragon 

Barony of Rhydderich Hael, A.S. 51. 



Division of Labor. 
 

 

What did he do: 
Cut out paper pattern. 

Attach pattern to leather and cut out with leather snips. 

Use paper pattern to poke guide holes. 

Use guide holes to poke large holes. 

Push leather cord through holes (without pulling tight). 

He could not pull tight, his fingers are not yet strong or coordinated enough. 

Soak the booties. 

Test wear to break them in. 

 

What did his mom do: 
Print out paper pattern to size of his feet. 

Help to keep the pattern straight on the leather during cutting. 

Check guide holes are in right place (some were too close to edge). 

Widen some of the uncooperative holes. 

Pull the leather cord tight. 

The first we had trouble with the lacing so I figured that one out, the second one he used 

the first as the guide and laced himself. 

 

Tools & Materials: 
Leather; given to him by his oma, recycled from their old couch. 

Leather cord 

Leather snips and scissors 

Awl (one sharp, and one thick) 

 

The hole puncher did not work for him with this leather. 

 

Experience: 
After the initial excitement had dissipated he became a little overwhelmed and was rather 

difficult to stimulate to work on his shoe. After the first one was done and he’d worn it, 

the second one took at the most a quarter of the time the first took! 

I think mom messed up and used the wrong leather.  

 

References: 
Texas Coritani: Footwear in Ireland: IRISH SHOES: ARCHÆOLOGICAL SPECIMENS 

http://www.texascoritani.com/articles/footwearinireland/ 

Advice from Master Cynwyl of the Rhydderich Hael. 



What are Pampooties? 
 

From Texas Coritani: 

There is still another single-piece shoe which differs from the three foregoing types in the 

method by which the toe-piece is formed, for it can hardly be said to possess a vamp. Of 

the ten examples known to the writer, all in the National Museum, six appear to be of 

rawhide. On one (1945: 360) some hairs still remain attached to the outer surface while 

the inner surface of another (1944: 284) is covered with long hair. In all except two the 

heel seam is laced with a thong [cord] in the manner of Type 3 and one (1941: 1044) is 

provided with a heel flap which is stitched in place with thong outside the lower part of 

the main heel seam.  

The front of these shoes, however, is formed by a technique wholly different from that 

used in any other type. Instead of being cut with two wings - which could be joined to 

form a vamp the leather for the front of the shoe was cut in a broad half-oval. A short 

distance in from its edge a series of slits was made through which a thong was threaded 

which, when pulled tight, gathered the margin of the leather up around the side of the foot 

where it set in position (Fig. 9) The slits for the running thong may be either horizontal or 

vertical and they vary in number from twelve to twenty. In most cases they are confined 

to the toe region but in some they extend along the sides to the middle of the shoe.  

 
 

Version 1: National Museum 1945 : 79. Clonbrown, Co. Offaly 

 
Version 2: pattern we used (courtesy of Master Cynwyl) 



Photo Journal 

 

    
Working on the first shoe: tape pattern, cut out, poke holes (yay for carpet!). 

 

   
Working on the second shoe: the pattern is turned over to get a mirror image. 

 

   
The heel cords are laced. 



 
It’s sooo much work! 

 

   
Cord lacing of the top, and the first shoe fits! 

 

   
Soaking of the shoes, filled nose with sheepwool, and wore around the house for the 

afternoon. They fit well! 


