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What did he do? 
 

He bartered two wood bag handles from his mom. 

He cut the piece of fabric. 

He partially pinned the fabric together. 

He seamed both edges with the running stitch. 

He hemmed both edges with the whipstitch. 

He hemmed the top with the whipstitch. 

He used an embroidery needle and yarn to sew the handles to the bag. 

He traced the castle on tracing paper. 

He embroidered the castle onto his bag with silk yarn. 

The handle is a band he wove about a year or two ago. 

 

 

What did his mom do? 
 

I made the handles for a class, and then had a pair appropriated. 

I gave his some fabric and measurements. 

I helped pin (the fabric was stiff and liked to unroll). 

I helped knot the end of the thread and put new on the needle. 

I found the coin with the castle on (he had requested a castle). 

I put the woven band through the handle holes. We did not have time for the competition,  

but the intention is he’ll weave another band, a little smaller, especially for the 

bag, as this one is a little tight. 

 

 

       
Inspiration for Castle Embroidery.  And sturdy enough to carry the cat!



4.2.4.20 Bag handles 

Edited by Tomáš Vlasatý, based on: 

F. WESTPHAL. Die Holzfunde von Haithabu, (Die Ausgrabungen in Haithabu 11), 

Neumünster 2007: 80. 

 

Fourteen finds were discovered in the harbour of Haithabu, whose function had not been 

known for a long time (OG 119; Taf. 59: 1-4). They are elongated and flat objects with a length of 

181-496 mm, thickness of 7-13 mm and width of 29-52 mm in the middle part. Their semi-circular 

ends have a diameter of 31-61 mm and are drilled through in the centre (these holes have a diameter 

of 7-10 mm). The upper side is wavy (Taf. 59: 1), or has notches (Taf. 59: 2-3), while the lower one 

is almost straight. All objects have oblong holes by the lower straight side that were used to fix a 

textile to them, according to documents made during excavations.126 Used wood include ash (5 

pieces) and maple (5 pieces). 

Sami ethnographic material makes it clear that these objects are probably bag handles.127 A 

preserved Sami bag is attached to two identical antler handles (Abb. 67). Handles from Haithabu 

could be used in the same way. The bag was fixed into the oblong holes. A rope or cord, which 

served as a shoulder strap, was stretched through holes at the ends of handles. Two curved handles 

from Haithabu128 formed a pair couple, so it is possible that other finds could be initially paired as 

well. 

 

 

 

 
 

Drawings of four of the wooden pieces, ranging from a length of 181 to 496 mm (Florian Westphal, Die 

Holzfunde von Haithabu, Fig. 59). Fig. 67 Sami leather bag with antler handles. 
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The guy running away is Thor (the site is in Scandinavian). 
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Cutting out the rectangle for the bag. Pinning the edges (with a little help from mom). 

 

   
Working hard on sewing the seams. All in all it took him about two weeks to handsew the 

bag, little bits at a time. 

 

  Embroidering the castle. 


